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HEIRS 


HE er Sodts a Part 28 1 
to which our Nation is divided, | 
. 2 not at all We us, if it 5 | 
were not that an 

Spirit is often — . | Il 
Principles. Did we differ as Philoſto- . 
phers, or with a Chriftian Temper, 1 
our Differences, by the Emulation it 1 
raiſes among us, would quicken our | 1 
Search after Knowledge, cauſe due Ex- | 
amination of the Points in Diſpute, pro- ; > 


2 8 5 


[6] 


duce clear Diſcoveries, and good De- 
fences of the Truth ; and e the 
Multitude of vying _ Counſellors, we 
ſhould always be furniſhed with 
many wiſe Schemes, and great Deſigns 
for the public Benefit. But when we 
ſuffer our Speculations, or Belief, or 
Party-Zeal, to entrench upon our Mo- 
rality in the juſt Regard due to other 
Mens Rights, then follows Diſtruſt, 
Hatred, violent Oppoſition, and ſotne- 
times Convulſions and Revolutions of 
State. It is from hence that we may 
be ſaid to be weakened by our Diviſions. 
But I believe there never was a Time 
in which there was a more general In- 
clination, than at preſent, totally to 

caft out from amongſt us the evil Spirit 
of Perſecution; for the Deſcendents of 
the old rigid Preſbyterians, have many 
Years ſince renounced it; ſeveral of 
the, High-Church Party have lately 
ſhewed e Diſpoſition to quit it; 
_ as for the Whigs, they always uſed to 
dodkre: againft it; and * that Means 


have 


[7 ). 


have hitherto held the Sectaries attach- 
ed to their Party: It can be the Intereſt 
of None to retain it, nor, I ſhould 


think, the Deſires of any, unleſs of 
ſome few, who in wicked Policy may 


perhaps think that by keeping up the 


Animoſities among Parties, we Gone 


be leſs united in Defence of our Li 


ties;and in proſecuting the Good of our 
Country. My Intent therefore, in the 
following Pages, is to obſerve and ſhew 
the Means by which we have arrived 
from a perſecuting Spirit, to a happy 


Temper of Moderation; to obſerve and 


| align the Cauſe which hath hindred, 


| and: doth ſtill hinder, our attaining all 
the deſirable Effects that may be . 5 
ably. expected from the National Dif-' 
poſition. And I believe it will appear, 
from what I ſhall hereafter fay, that 
the Delays in this Matter are more 
owing to a weak Conduci of the Diſſen- 


and to ſome M higs in Place deſerting 


the W they have profeſſed, and 


0 N recom- 


* 
7 „P ͤ „ 


recommended, and advanced them- 
ſelves by, than to any thing eſſential to, 
or inſeparable from the Principles bY 
the Tories. And therefore I ſhall ven- 
ture, toward the latter End of this 
Eflay, to offer, with all Submiſſion, 


5 Advice to the Diſſenters on 
Lr us jſt hook le bublopant 
take A ſhort of | Perſecntion, 
and the Conduct of Parties for fothe 
Years paſt; and if we look! back as far 
as eigbry or ninety Years) ago, the Time 
of, the þ#f long Parliament, to obſerve 
the Conduct 25 the Preſcyteriant of 
that Age, we ſhall diſcern that They 
were deeply pofſeſſed, eſpecially their 
Chrgy, * what I call the wicked 
Sperte of Perfecutior, | not indeed to 
ſuch a Degree as the Papiſte, fo as to 
hang: or burn thioſe who differed from 
tha g but ĩto Was fo far as to exchide 
fremiall Employs of Proſu and Truſt, 
Sivib on Militdry,i ſuch 'as- would; not 
conform; to their Notions of Church. 


nodes: ” Government, 


1 


Gor ens; and to what They called 
found Docrine. Nay, in point of avowed 
Principle they went as far as ever the Pa- 
piſts did, and maintain'd, that to extir- 
pate Error was a Chriſtian Duty; and 
thereupon entred into a Solemn League® 4 
and ſwore to it, to extirpate whatſoever 
ſhould be found contrary to found Doc- 
trine, (thoſe are the Words) by which 
they would certainly underſtand whats 
ever contradicted that particular Syſtem, 
or Scheme of Chriſtianity which they 
had happened to embrace. And agrees 
ably to this Spirit, which then prevailed, 
the Zondon-Clergy, of that time, at a 
general Meeting at Sion-College, agreed 
to bear their Teſtimony againſt the Er- 
rors of the Times, which they enumera- 
ted; and what they reckoned among the 
priticipal Errors was the TERROR of 


ToLERKAT ION. And in the larger . 


fembles Catech iſ, which has the Ap- 
probation and is the Work of the general 
Aſſembly of Divines, there 1s this Que- 
ſtion and remarkable Anſwer, 'vis. 


* See the Solemn League and Covenant. 


1 Neal's Hiſt. Vol., lit, Pp. 390. 


. 


— — 


Queſt. 


# FL 

Queſt. Phat are the Sins fortiddex 
in the ſecond Commandment. 

Anſw. (inter alia) n a fal k 
Religion 5 
It is but a poor dates for them to 
ſay They did not proceed to the Seve- 
rities the Papiſts had uſed ; for even 
their negative Diſcouragements inflicted 
on account of Religious Sentiments, 
and Way of Worſhip, not prejudicial 
to the State, do as properly prove them 
to be Perſecutors, as Impriſonment and 
Death : The Actions are the ſame in 
Nature and Denomination, that is, 
they are A&s of Perſecution, are found- 
ed on the ſame Principles, defended by 
the ſame Arguments and Pleas; do 
differ only in Degree; in which all 
Perſecutors have ever pretended that 
they proceeded no further than the Cir- 


5 1 and Occaſion then made 


requiſite.— And it is farther re- 
mar!kable, that they who had left their 
native Country, and ſettled in New-Eng- 
land, for the fake of a free Exerciſe of 
their Religion, were not made the more 

1 ready 


— — — . ꝗ— ùöä4ä—“ j — — 


ready by the Experience of their own: 
Sufferings to give Indulgence to others; 
but as ſoon as the Qzakers came there, 
began a ſevere Perſecution againſt them. 
THESE Things I have mentioned, 
not with intent to expoſe the Diſſenters ; 
but in order to ſhew how great a Re- 
formation may be wrought in the Prin- 
ciples of a Party, in a ſhort courſe of 
Years. For in latter times, fince 
| the Rights of Mankind in matters of 
Religion, have been more fully ſet forth | 
and defended than ever they had been 
before, particularly by the excellent 
Writings of Mr Locke, and alſo by the 

| Writings of others, the Diſſenters have 
come by degrees to be convinc'd that 
every Inftance, even the Jef degree of 

| Perſecution, is contrary to the Spirit of 
Cbriſtianity, to that Doctrine of Love 
and Charity taught by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, and that it is contrary to that 
eternal Rule of Juſtice dictated by the 
Law of Mature, and which is likewiſe 
expreſſed and confirmed by the Go/pet, 
_ that we ſhould th zo others, as 
2 B 2 We - 


L 12 


we woreld have them do to us: and fur- 
ther, that it is contrary to that honeſt 
Policy which aims at the Happineſs and 
Profj perity of the State. This Refor- 
mation in their Temper, Spirit, and 
Principles, and alſo in that of the Na- 
tion in general, I attribute in great Mea- 
ſure to thoſe incomparable Letters of 
Mr Locke concerning Toleration. Now 
we ſee the Preſbyterians, and other Diſſen- 
ters, among the firſt to expoſe and cenſure 
with Severity the Proceedings of their 
Anceſtors; and they have made a pub- 
lick Renunciation of their Tenets and 
Practices in all perſecuting Matters; as 
we find in a publick Addreſs their 
Miniffers made in the beginning of 
the Reign of King George the 
Firf, in which "I. declare They 
were in their Principles for @ gene- 
ral Toleration to all peaceable Subjects. 
; And there is ſcarce any of their Wri- 

of late Years w . „if it be at 
all proper, they do not introduce ſome 
Declaration of that Kind: They carry 
1. fo far as * in their controverſial 
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1 1 
ones againſt the Deiſts, (wherein they. | 
have — a Share) they declare for a | 
free Liberty af writing and objecting ; 1 
as indeed all fair Adverſaries ought to b 
do. And it would be therefore now 1 
as abſurd and unjuſt to accuſe the Pre. 
byterians of this day, of holding this 
renounced Principle of their Anceſtors, 
and to treat em, and regard em accor- 
| dingly, as it would be to accuſe the 
| Proteſiants near a Century after the 
| Reformation, of holding the Popiſb Doc- | 
trines, which they had openly renounced 2 
| and reformed from. = 

Now to turn back again, and ob- | 


ſerve ſomewhat more on times paſt ; 


| the Tories, if 1 may ſpeak of them as j 
of a Party as ancient as the Cavaliers, 
and paſſing under that Name before and 
after the Reſtoration, did ſoon, when = 
their day of Power came, return upon | 
the Preſbyterians a full Meaſure of their | 

= own Practices, by the Penal Laws made 9 
againft them, in King Charles the ſecond s | 
Reign. They may in this be ſaid to | 
have copied the Principles and Spirit - | 
8 


Tw] 
che Preſbyterians and Fanaticks of 
thoſe Times, (unleſs they will chooſe a 


more ancient Original, and derive it 


from the Papiſis) and had they done 


this for a time only, by way of Re- 


taliation, and diſtinguiſhed the inno- 


cent from the guilty, (for all the Sec- 


tar ies were not Perſecutors) a ſort of 


plauſible Defence might have been made 
for it; but from revenging and retalia- 


ting, they came to adapt this evil Prin- 


ciple as their own ; and the bulk of this 
Party, it muſt be confeſſed, do retain 
ſomething of it to this very day. How- 


ever, the Height of theſe Severities did 


not laſt long ; 1555 it happened that the 
Succeſſor to King Charles was an open 
and avowed Papiſt, and determined to 
ſet up his own Religion. Hereupon 
even the High- Cburch Clergy, and all 
the Church of England, took an Alarm, 


well knowing that they muſt have been 
the firſt Sacrifice, as having all the rich 


Livings and Eccleſiaſtical Revenues 


which the Popiſh Prieſts were longing 
for; and they did cherefore on this 


"it Occaſion 


[ 15 ] 


Occaſion | expreſs their Intentions of 
more Moderation to the Diſſenters, be- 
ing defirous to have their Aid in behalf 
of the Proteſtant Cauſe. 'The Danger 


to the Preſbyterians and other Diſſenters 


at this time was more remote, as there 


were no good Benefices among them to 


tempt the Avarice of the Romiſh 


Prieſts; and as King James had ever 


declared full Liberty of Conſcience to 


be his fixed Principle, and ſhewed him- 


ſelf ſo conſiſtent in it, that he protec- 
ted and ſupported the, French Prote- 
ſtants who fled hither at that time. 
Yet nevertheleſs the Diſſenters not being 
willing to truſt to thoſe Declarations, 
which were contrary to the general 


| Senſe and Practice of Men of that Re- 


ligion, and alſo out of regard to our 
civil Liberties, did lay aſide every 
thought of Reſentment, and join d 
with the Church, with Expectations al- 
ſo given them . Relief rom their 
Preſſures; and ſo the whole Nation in 
a manner united in bringing about the 
Revolution, But, when the Nation. 

Ro 5 ae 
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bad alu happily extricated itſelf from 
the impending Danger, the Dsſſenter; 
got no other Relief than that imperfe 
one granted by the Toleration Act; con- 

rning which Mr Locke, writing to P, 
Limborch, tells him it had not that 
Extent which ſuch difintereſted T Ru 
CurISTIANS as he might wiſh, but 
he thought it ſomewhat to get ſo far, 
and he hoped from theſe beginnings tha! 
the Foundations of Liberty were laid, up- 
on which hereafter the CHURCH f 
CRHRISTH might be eftabliſhed. (And 
give me leave to digreſs for a Line or 
two, to remark the Meaning of i this 
great Philoſopher and eminent Chriſtian, 
by the Phraſ- there uſed of true Chri- 


5 2 and Church of Chriſt; for if we 


look into his firſt Letter concerning To- 
leration, we (hall there ſee his Notion 
of true Chriſtians ; for he there declare, 
(pag. 1.) that He effeemed the mutual 
Toleration of Chriſtians in their Profe. 
on of TOs zo be the chief Cu u- 


 RACTERISTIC 
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Is Locke's Familiar Latter, P. 330. 
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RACTERISTIC Marx of the TRUE 
Cue. And that he whowas defti 
tute of Charity, Meekneſs, and good Will, 
70 all Mankind even to thoſe who were not 
Chriſtians, was certainly ſhort of being 4 
TRUE CHRISTIAN h1i97elf.) However the 
Diſſenters reſted with Content and with 

good Affection to King William, hoping 
= time would wear off the unreaſon- 
able Prejudices againſt them; and the 
rather, as this glorious Aſſertor of the 
Liberties of Mankind, had recommend- 
ed the taking off che Sacramental Teſt, 
as it was underſtood, in that Sp eech ta 
his Parliament, wherein he Pda this Ex- 
preſſion, I hope you will leave Noon 
fon the Admiſſion of all Proteſtants, that 
are willing and able to ſerve. 

In the ſucceeding Reign there was 
ſome Relapſe, even from the imperfect 
Advances towards a full Liberty of Con- 
ſcience which had been made ; for to- 
# wards the beginning of Queen Annes 
Government, there were ſome zealous 
Churchmen among the Tories, who had 
conceived an Opinion, that they who. 

conformed. 


[18 1 
conformed occaſionally, muſt neceſ- 
farily be Hypocrites; not duly confider- 
ing, that Men may think it their Duty 
in the main of their Lives, to frequent 
that Way of Worſhip, which ſeems to 
them moſt pure, and to attend that 
Preacher, or Way of Preaching, which 
they think they receive the moſt In- 
ſtruction by; and yet ſometimes to teſti- 
fy their Chriſtian Charity, or for other 
Cauſes, may lawfully join in that which 
is likewiſe good and true Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip, and not uninſtructive Preaching, 
tho' it be not what they prefer to the 
| other for a Conſtancy; and that the 
Laws of the Land in ſuch caſe, which 
- eſtabliſh the one, and forbid the other, 
in caſe it were forbid, don't bind the 
Conſcience, becauſe ſuch Liberty is 
what the Laws ought to leave free; 
thus few Men ſcruple to tarry at Home 
occafionally, and go no where, and yet 
will not juſtify it for a conſtant Prac- 
| tice. But the zealous Churchmen a- 
mong the Tories, I fay, did think, or 
pretended t to — this occaſional Con- 


FE” formity 


[19] 
ſormity to be a certain Evidence of Hy- 
pocriſy; and hereupon brought in a 
Bill to prevent any one making Advan- 
tage of his occaſional Compliance. This 
Bill was attempted ſeveral times with- 
out Succeſs in the beginning of the 
Queen's Reign ; but in the latter End 
of it, the Vhigs themſelves, for the very 
ſnall Conſideration of gaining one ſingle 
Peer to their Party, conſented to the 
bringing in and paſſing of this Act; 
and thus they gave up their ſteady 
Friends to the Severities of their Enemies, 
and raiſed anew the perſecuting Spirit, 
which ſo far prevailed, that in two 
Years after the Tories formed and carri- 
ed another Bill of this Kind, call'd the 
Schiſor Act. It did not appear before 
this, that the Tories had any further De- 
ſign againſt the Diſſenters, than carry- 
ing the Occaſional Bill; nay, poſſibly 
they might never have attempted that 
any more; for there was one Seſſions 
of this Parliament paſſed over without 
any mention of it; and it was known 
5 that the Prime Miniſter of that time, 
ER - abhorred 
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[ 20 ] 
abhorred all Laws of that Kind; or 


ſuppoſe it was, that they had projected 
and intended both theſe Bills, yet by 


their not having begun either, and by 


reaſon of the ſhort Period of their 
Power, it is highly probable they had 
not accompliſhed both, and perhaps 


not one, had not an Introduction been 


made by the Conſent of the Whigs; 
ſo that even the Schiſim Act may at ſome 


diſtance be brou ght towards their Doors, 


that is, ſo far as they who exhibited an 
ill Example, may be anſwerable for the 
Conduct of others who follow and imi- 
tate them. Be that as it will, it 


is undeniable that many of thoſe who 
call themſelves hig, were willing to 


keep theſe 4s upon the Diſſenters, and 


actually did ſo for four Years; for ſo 


long they remained in force after the 


Queen's Death; and probably had kept 
them on to this day, had the Diſſenters 


and their Friends been willing to have 


waited till the Miniſters of State, ſhould 
of their own Accord, declare they 
thought it a proper time; and till the 

e 


Attempt for a Repeal ſhould take its 
riſe from the Perſons that are the moſt 
againſt it Many have thought that 
if the Diſſenters had done, as they were 
adviſed by ſome good Heads, and as 
moſt private Men would have done in 
ſuch a Caſe; and when they ſaw them- 
ſclyes thus given up by the Whigs in 
the Occaſional Bill, had made a ſudden 
Turn to the other fide, and promoted - 
and applauded the Scheme of the then 
Prime Miniſter, which was for a 
| thorough ſtrict Examination of the Con- 
duct of the preceding Miniſtry, their 
greater and /efſer Agents, what he cal- 
led in his Memorial to the Queen, his 
| Offers made and repeated for attacking 
former Offenders, [See the Report of the 
Commitee of Secrecy in 1715. P. 57.] 
I fay, many have thought they might 
by ſuch Conduct have prevented the 
Schiſmm Aci; or at leaſt they might have 
given fuch an Idea of their Spirit and 
Reſentment, as would have been the 
Foundation of a kinder Treatment. on 


future Occaſions ———And here to in- 
30 ſert 


ſert an Obſervation by the way, more 
with regard to future Times, than to 
that which was then paſt, it was a kind 
of Scheme not unworthy of Applauſe. 
But notwithſtanding this ill Uſage from 
the /higs in the latter end of Queen 
Annes Reign; and their ſlowneſs in re- 
ow them in King George the Fir/f's 
Reign, from the Preſſures of which 
omg were the Introductors; and that 

many of theſe Vbigs are willing ſtill 

to compliment the High-tempered Clergy 
with keeping them under their other 
Reſtraints; yet the Diſſenters do ſtill 

very cloſely adhere to what they call 
the Mhig Party; and what may ſeem 
moſt unaccountable, their Adherence 
is to that part of the 7/higs, which is 
leaſt diſpoſed to help them. 

For it is well known that for ſeveral 
Vears paſt, there has been a Diviſion a- 
mong 5 Hhigs, into Old and Meu, 
or as I would rather call 'em Country 
2 Court Party, What Principles 

y differ upon, is beſt diſcovered by 
chin the Queſtions they have 960 
c 


E 43. 
ded on, in the Houſe of CY ns. 
The former have been very active for 
ſecuring the Freedom and Uncorrupted- 
neſs and frequent Election of our Par- 
liaments, upon which our All depends; 
and for this end have promoted the Pen- 
fon Bill, the Bill for limiting the num 
ber of Perſons in Place or Office ſetting 
in that Houſe, and the Revival of the 
triennial Act. The other Party have 
oppoſed theſe Bills. Now, What Side 
have the Diſſenters taken on this Oc- 
caſion? They have joined the latter at 
almoſt all the publick Elections with 
Zeal and Induſtry; and thus this 
ſerupulous, pure, ſanctiſied People are 
become a mere Court-Party; and now 
manifeſt little concern for the Succeſs of 
the moſt important Queſtions, for pre- 
ſerving the Liberties of their Country, 
and ſo diligent were they in their Ser- 
vitude at the laſt Election, that they were 
ready to pot their ſincereſt Friends, if 
it were if favour of a Courtier : I could 
inſtance where they have voted againft 
one of their own Perſwaſion and Church. 
Whereas 


Whereas their plain and true Intereſt in 


their then Situation, was to have tarricd 


at Home; and as they could make no 
Friends, to be the more careful to make 
no Enemies, A 

I am loth to 5 open the Methods 


and Motives, by ere the Dsſſenters 


have been led into this Conduct; but 
will lay before them one or two o of che 


| Conſequences of it. 


Tu E firſt is this, that it 1 it im- 
poſſible for them to ſucceed in the great 


End they aim at, of getting the Clauſes in 
the Ack of ri enjoining a Sacra- 


mental Teſt to be repealed; which is 


an End many others of more Weight 
and Intereſt with great Men, than the 


' Diſſenters, do wiſh to obtain; and 


therefore look with Regret to ke the 
advancement of impartial Liberty re- 
tarded, and that any thing like Perſe- 
cution ſhould remain in our Laws, in 
an Age and Time when the National 


Diſpoſition favoured a Releaſe from it 


more than ever ; and this chiefly owing 
to an ungkilful Conduct in the Diſſer- 


ters, 


aa. 
tert. I wiſh for their Credit I could 
ſay it was entirely free from corrupt 
Motives among ſome of them. The 


it are obvious; and are, farft, becauſe 
they have now ſuffered it to appear by 
Experiment, that there is no occaſion to 
gratify them in this Matter; (which will 


againſt doing it,) the Tryal has been 


to be had as a Comrt-Party,: by other 
Motives than what contribute to the 
Cauſe of Liberty, or their Party Intereſt ; 
and without ſo much as the Expence 
| hitherto of broken Promiſes, or any 
| very conſiderable Sums of Money; and 
| without numerous Gratifications among 


rendered themſelves leſs conſiderable, 
and conſequently of leſs Importance 
to pleaſe, having diſobliged many of their 
fincere Friends, and irritated once more 
without any N eceſhity, or Advantage to 
| D 


Reaſons why this their Conduct retards 


everwith a Szaze/man be Reaſon ſufficient 


made, and the Event proves they are 


their Lay Leaders. Secondly, Becauſe 
by this Conduct they have narrowed 
their bottom, weakened their Intereſt, 


them 


. uot Haw 


by . 
themſelves thereby gained, the ſtrong 
Party in the Nation; whom it would 
have been far better Policy to have en- 
deavoured to conciliate, and abate their 
old Prejudices and Averfions. 80 that 
I ſhould not be ſurprized, if the next 
time they apply to great Men, for Aſ- 
ſiſtance in this Matter, they ſhould be 
told ſomewhat to this Effect; Gentle- 
men, It is enough for you, if we pro- 
tect you from the Reſentments of thoſe, 
whoſe Diſpleaſure you have. incurred by 
your forward Zeal in our Service. 
IE next Conſequence I ſhall men- 
tion of their Conduct, is what they 
have not yet much felt, but may ſooner 
than they think for; for as they deſert 
the independent Whigs, by attaching 
themſelves to the other ; ſo the inde- 
pendent V bigs muſt deſert them. Not 
but that they, who from a Love to Li- 

, from a Principle of Juſtice, and 
Hot: a Senſe of the Rights of all Pro- 
teſtants, have been willing to aſſiſt the 
Diſſenters, will ſtill Act conſiſtently, 
— be {till * to them in ob- 


taining 
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taining a legal Enjoyment of their natu- | 


ral Rights; but, as they cannot but ob- 
ſerve the ill Guidance they are under; 

they muſt naturally wiſh that their 
Numbers may decreaſe and diminiſh as 
faſt as poſſible. They may therefore 
not improbably ſet and apply themſelves 
to ridicule their Scruples, to leſſen their 
| F ollowers, draw away their Youth ; 
They-may-ſhew that the / Puritans, 
from — the Diſſenters derive them- 


rate from the Church; tho a more 


ſcrupulous People by fan than their 


modern Deſcendents : They may ſhew 


that Lay Conformity is a very different 


| thing from the Conformity required of 


their Mini ſters; that the Objections which 
hold the Laity in- their Separation are 


trivial, in compariſon of thoſe which 


yet do ſcarce hold their Miniſters, when 
a good Offer comes to invite' them to 
conforta ; that one of the chief Reaſons 


which ae, the N onconformity 


of the ejected M. mifters at the Reſtora- 
tion is now ceaſed, -viz, their being re- 
of 0 3 quired 
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quired to renourice the Obligation they 
had put themſelves under by the Solemn 
League and Oath moſt of em had taken 
in the Common-Wealth Time : In ſhort, 
that the Separation is upheld chiefly by 
the Diſpoſition that Education and Ha- 
bit give. I forbear to add more to this 
Scene, which preſents to the Diſſenters 
a fad Proſpect of thinned Congregations, 
and of their Poſterity being hereafter, 
when their Separation — þ bred up 
in, and accuſtomed to, all the faſhion- 
able Ways, and Vices of the World, 
inſtead of that ſtrict Sobriety and - 
duftry, which is now peculiarly pr 
ſerved and cultivated by their Famih: 


NMaducation; and which is the true Source 


of that remarkable” Proſperity, which 
attends them in the ſeveral Employs 
'they engage in. An invaluable At- 
Wedau on their Separation! 
Bor tho I have > froely blamed 
the Diſenters in general, yet I do ex- 
cept in my Mind all along, and muſt 
except one part of them, I mean the 
e who act vin a ſuperior Policy 
to 
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to the reſt; and have carried Points tri» 
umphantly, while the others have fail- 
ed in more plauſible Claims; as for in- 
ſtance, the Bill for making their Solemn 
Affirmation in ſeveral Caſes equal to an 
Oath from other Men; and y 39 paſſing 
of a Bill not long ſince, by a great 
Majority thro the Houſe of Commons, 
ſor taking away one of the Remedies, 
for recovering of Tythes from them, is 
another Inſtance. And how is it they 
obtain fuch Things ? Is it by the Num- 
ber and Strength of their Party:?- No, 
They are not a fifth part of what the 
other Diſſenters are. ei it from the 
| kinder Inclination the Clergy have to 
| them? Nor that, for 2 
yoke them more, than they who —_ | 
the whole Order uſeleſs, _ hold it 
| Impious and Antichriſtian ſo mueh as 
| topay to them the Revenues which are 
their Support, Is it from the more ap- 
parent Right they have to the things. 
they ask for, and obtain? Nor thats 
for the things I have mentioned, the 
= be * 4 Matters highly 9 
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able and fit to be grant to well affec- 
ted Subjects. God forbid any one 
ſhould grudge it them ; yet they are not 
a Branch of natural Rights ; nor can 
they ſay they were oppreſſed in theſe 
Matters by Name, and by Laws made 
on purpoſe to affect them. But what 
then is it owing to? Is it 'owing to a 
ſtricter Attachment to a Party or a 
Miniſtry? Not at all: leaſt of all this; 
for herein it is that a great part of their 
Poliey - conſiſts; and a ſmall- Party as 
they are, I queſtion whether they ever 
yet aſſiſted any Miniſtry or ae with 
their whole complete Body throughout 
the Kingdom, nor ever pretended, not 
would be thought to be unalterably at- 
tached. Many big Candidates know 
it is ſometimes uncertain which way 
they will vote, till within a very few 
days of the Election. And I may ob- 
— here, that their temporal Affair 
are not the worſe conducted from their 
having no Spiritual Guides to anifjead 
them in thoſe Matters, _ 2001017 907 
Dab ; IT 
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TT remains now to ſay what kind of 
Conduct can retrieve theſe Errors of the 
Diſſenters, and what is s moſt adviſeable 
for them to do. 

I can think but of one or other of 
theſe three Ways, which I will juſt 
mention and then afterwards ſans 
of them ſeparately. The jr /? is, that, 
for the future, the Diſſenters join with the 
| Tories, and vote for them at all Elections, 
I mean jointly with the Independent 
| and Antiminiſterial Whigs, in order to 
ſtrengthen the Country Intereſt; and alſo 
| to extinguiſh the dillike and prejudice 
the Tories have conceived againſt them. 
The ſecond is, that they tarry at Home, 

and neither ſerve the one Side in vain, 
nor provoke the other without Caule. 
The third is, that the take a middle 
Way, and vote only for ſuch Tories as 
| ſhall freely declare they are againſt all 
partial Reſtraints on well affected Sub- 
| jects, particularly the incapacitating 
Clauſes, affecting the Proteſtant Di/- 
| ſenters in the Corporation and Te 7 
Acts. 


As 
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As to the firſt of theſe Methods, 
which propoſes the joining with 2 
Tories, as well as the Antiminiſterial 
independent 77 bigs, at all Elections, 
there is this Objection; that tho the 


| Intereſt of both Parties, could they get 


rid of their 2 y-Prejudices, is exactly 
the ſame; the Intereſt of our 
Country * at this time call loudly i 
for the laying aſide all Party-Prejudices; 
yet it is well known that the Tories, thro 
the Influence of the Higb-Cburcb 

Clergy, have been led to look upon 
Diſſenters with a ſevere and malicious 
Eye; and therefore, as they have been 
the laſt Aſſailants, the firſt Advance 
towards a Coalition without doubt 


__ ought to come from them; for this if 


reaſon I had never thought of fs ppoſing 


this Step to be made by the Diſſenter, i 


were it not that I am fully fatisfied 


from the Calculations I have made of 


the Strength of the Diſſenting Body in iſ 
Elections, or I might more properly {ayot 
the Weakneſs. of it, that, unleſs they 
1 thus far, all Opp ofition of theirs i 


will 
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will appear very faint and contemptible. 
This their new and unexpected Aids 
faries (to whom they are attached as 
Friends) well know; and from hence 
is one- Source of chair Neglect of them; 
tho they have very arifolly taken Ad- 
vantage, of the vain and wrong Imagi- 
nations they obſerved the Diſſenters to 
have, concerning their own Strength. 
To ſpeak more particular, the Diſſen- 
ters imagined they could have defeated 
the Choice of near thirty at the laſt 
Election; from hence it was ſkalfully 
inſinuated to them, that then there 
would be a Tory Parliament, then Oc- 
caſional Bills, Schiſm Acts, and what 
not; tho for my part I cannot make 
out, nor do I believe, that they can pro- 
duce a ſatisfactory Liſt of Places, where- 
in by their whole united active Strengtl 
they could have made a greater Altera- 
tion than of half that Number; nor if 
it had amcunted to that Nu mber, 
would it have made a Tory Parliament; 
nor does it follow, that the Tories would 
again renew their perſecuting Practices; 
E ſure 


3 © 
fare J am that ſome of the moſt ſenſible 
of them do lament, and have long 
ſince lamented, that they could not 
govern and reſtrain, in ſuch Matters 
the Hot-headed Bigots among them. 
And why may they not be ſuppoſed to 
get rid of this Spirit, as well as the D/ 
ſenters have been able to caſt it out from 
amongſt them. Nor further are the 
 Diſſenters the moſt proper Perſons to 
| be threatned with the Conſequences of i 
a Tory Parliament, who have none of i 
the great Poſts and Places to ſfurren- 
der to the Tory: Leaders, nor are they i 
to abide their "brig Examination aud i 
Enguires. 
To my thinking there wants and 
to make a friendly Union between the 
Diſſenters and the whole entire Body of 
the Country-Party, but ſome publick 
Manifeſtation of a ſincere good Will to i 
them, from that Portion of the Country- 
Party who have formerly ſhown an un. 
reaſonable want for it; for why ſhould 
not two Parties join Wich friendly En- 
deavours in purſuit of the ſame Ends, 
| who 
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who are already united in the ſame Cir- 
cumſtances and ſame Intereſts : The 
Onedeſpair of Court-Favours onaccount 
of their Party name, if they may not 
rather be ſaid to ſhun them, for the 
fake of Party-Adherence, refuſing to 
be received by peece-meal and as Deſer- 
| ters; and the Other are excluded for 
want of Conformity in ſome ritual Mat- 
ters in the way of Worſhip, where the 
Faith and the Doctrines are the ſame z 
yet Both having fixed their Stakes .in 
this Land muſt abide here. What then 
is the Intereſt of . both ? Is it not 
jointly and exactly the ſame? namely, 
10 preſerve our Conſtitution. in purity; 
that our Parliaments may be uncorrupted; 
that the Election of "a may be fre- 
quent; and to promote every Law that 
may contribute to theſe invaluable Ends; 
for it is upon the Laws and the 8 
ftitution, not upon Court Favours, that 
they muſt Both depend. An irre- 
| concilable Temper in the Difſenters to- 
wards the Tories, is not a Chriſtian Tem- 
pers" nor was it formerly taught by the 

E 2 diſinter- 
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difintereſted and judicious | Divines a- 
mong them; for I could ſhow that 
Dr Calamy in an Ordination-Charge, 
about twenty Years ago, given to ſome 
Diſſenting Miniſters, teacheth quite 
otherwiſe; as for thoſe, ſays he, who 
are warm for the National Church 
Eſtabliſhment, by which He muſt 
mean the Tories] how forward ſo 
ever they appear to be, to bear hard up- 
an ou, and upon thoſe you are ſatisfied 
are in the Main in the right; inſtead of 
running as far from them as you can, 
aifcover a readineſs on all Occaſions io 
JOIN IN WITH THEM z any thing 
that may do real ſervice to the Civil 
Government. I know very well 
that the Tories are charged with holding 
a Doctrine inconſiſtent with the necef: 
fary Security of the Liberties of Man- 
kind, I mean that which is called the 
Doctrine of. Paſſive Obedience, or the 
Unlawfulneſs of Reſiſtance upon any 
Pretence whatſoever ; and from hence 


it may be urged againft them that they 
are a it can be of no Uſe to 


15 4 the 


#7 


the preſerving our Liberties. But I think : 
they gave a full anſwer to this at the 
time of the Revolution, and ſhowed 
by Fact, that they hold this Doctrine 
with ſuch proper Exceptions, or Diſ- 
tinctions, as will allow them both to in- 
vite over, and then to join with a De- 
liverer, when their Liberties and Re- 
ligion are in Danger. And I am ſure 
when the immediate Danger was over, 
they have been as zealous as any J/higs, 
to promote the beſt Laws for the pre- 
ſerving our Liberties for the future. 
This will be beft evidenced by enumer- 
ating the Inſtances, viz. It is to them, 
and their repeated Struggles, that we 
| owed the Trienmial Act, obtained in 
| King William's Reign: And in the 
Height of their Power towards the lat- 
ter end of the Reign of Queen Anne, 
they brought in and paſſed the Act for 
the Qualification of Members of Par- 
lament; and in the fame Year paſſed 
a Bill for ſecuring the Freedom of Par- 


Py by limiting the IV wonder of Of- 


Feen 


j 


* in Elec lions © * many times 


freers ſetting in the Houſe of Common, 
(which Bill paſſed the Commons, but 
was afterwards rejected by the Lords) 
In the next Year they paſſed another 
Act for preventing frandulent Corrvey- 


ces, in order to multiply Votes for 
 elefting Knights of Shires. And in the 


next Year — that, they paſſed the 
A# for making that of the ſeventh of 


William the third, to prevent falſe and 


double Returns, to be perpetual, which 
was before temporary. T heſe were the 
Ar tor ſecuring free and uncorrupted 
Parhaments, paſſed by a Tory Houſe of 
Commons, and in the ſpace of three 
Seffrons. Since this, have not the Tor, 
Jointly with the independent Whigs, en- 
deavoured to revive the Triennial Af, 
to make more effectual the Qualification 
Ad, and to paſs a Bill for lianiting the 
Mumber of Officers in the Houſe of Com- 
mons? Have they not ſucceeded by 
their Vigilance, in obtaining an excel- 
lent Law, 20 prevent Bribery and Cor. 


have 
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have they attempted the Bill, to diſ- 
cover any. Pen ions given privately to 
Members in the Houſe of Commons ® 
And how conſtantly have they been the 


| Oppoſers of ftanding Armies. Iwill 
now turn to the other Hand to aſk, 
who repealed the triennial Act, _ 
| who have ſince, oppoſed the Reco of 
it? and who oppoſed all the other Parti- 
| culars before mentioned? And laſtly, 
who would have introduced an Exci/e 2 
-And now, my candid Diſſenting 
Render, tell me which are the V bigs, 
and which are the Tories? Sure it is 
high time for us to throw aſide all Party 
| Names. Let us baniſh them our Lan- 
| guage, and expunge them from our Dic- 
tionaries, and for ever forget all the 
injurious 'Thoughts of one another, 
that have accompanied them. 

Bur I muſt proceed to ſpeak to the 
ſecond Method propos'd, which is for 


the Diſſenters to ſet ſtill at Elections 


for the future. This is a Doctrine of 
Peace and Quiet, a Method that makes 


NO 
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no Enemies; it is what ſome adviſed 
them to on the laſt Election; but they 
did not follow it ; and there. cannot be 
more ſaid for it than has been already, 
partly in Publick, and more abun- 
dantly in private, Converſation. | 
Tux third and laſt Method named, 


was, 0 vote only for ſuch of the Tories 


as ſhall freely declare, they are againf} 
all fuch partial Reftraints on well affec- 
ted Subjects, as is before mentioned. This 
is what I would prefer to any other, 
were it not, as I obſerved before, that 
if the Diſſenting Strength be exerted on- 
ly ſo far, it is to be 3 that 
it will appear but weak and deſpicable. 
However, the whole muſt be left to 
the judgment of the Perſons, who are 
moſt immediately concerned, and are 
to act in this Matter; only dan far per- 
mit me to adviſe and perſwade, (I ſpeak 


to the Diſſenters,) whatever your in- 


ward Determination be, let it lie deep 


concealed within your N ; as it is 
* the Reaſons for ſo * ſhould be 
here 
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Lips of any one of you. 
Declaration of yo 


Voice at the Pall-Bo oo. 


— 
* 
. 
— 1 
* 
* . 
* 
"a" 
* We: © 
= 
„ 3 
* 
4 
* . 


2 3. 
_ " 
„ * 
4 4 


here concealed from the Printing-Preſs. 
Let no Threatnings never once eſcape the 
Let the firſt 
ur Purpoſe be your 
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POSTSCRIPT 


F.any one think that in the forego 
ing Pages, I have under-rated the 
Strength of the Diſſenting Body, and 


_ conſequently the Value of their Afﬀec- 


tions; let him obſerve, that their In- 
tereſt does lie chiefly in the large trad- 
ing Cities and Towns, and in ſome of 
the Counties, and not quite ſo much 


in the ſmall Boroughs; and that the 


large Towns and Cou nties are already, 
as to very many of them, on th: 
{ide of the Oppoſition ; ſo that the Ad- 
dition of the Diſſenters Weight, in 
ſuch Places, can only ſerve to confirm 
them more unconteſtably in what they 
already are. However the Strength, and 
the Intereſt of the Diſſenters is very far 


from being contemptible ; for it is not 
to be computed meerly from their 


Power 
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Power in the Choice of Members of 


Parliament; nor is it to be computed 


from their Numbers, as ſome with uſe- 
leſs Pains have gone about to do; for 
as they do not conſiſt of Nobility, and 
the chief Gentry ; (which give a great 
Appearance of Strength by drawing to- 
wards them the Peoples Eyes, Obſerva- 
tion, and Diſcourſe) ſo. they are not 
compoſed of a Multitude of Cottagers, 
Paupers, and Day-Labourers, which 
are the ſorts that make the Bulk, as to 
Number, among all Nations. But the 
roht Way of computing their Strength 
b, partly, with ſome regard to their 
Numbers ; but principally with regard 
to their Wealth ; for that is always the 
main Foundation of the Strength of a 
Party. And if any one has conceived 
contemptibly of them, let him obſerve _ 
what ſhare they have inthe large Money- 
ed Companies, or Stocks; (if he has the 
means of getting Information in that 
Matter) and alſo let him obſerve their 
Number of great Traders, with the 
Eſtimation of their Wealth among the 
1 rich 
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rich 'Tradeſmen of 'all Trades, and he 
will ſoon be ſurpriſed to ſee how large 
a Portion of the Trade, and of the Per- 
ſonal Eſtate of this Kingdom, is in their 
Hands. As to the Value of their 
Affections, that is no doubt to be eſti- 
mated according to their Strength, and 
alſo from the Ardour and Steadineſs of 
their Zeal, which is certainly of the 
higheſt Degree. And as Experience 
has of late Vears ſhewn, that they 00 
not eaſily and readily remove their Af, 
fections 3 the Perſons or Party on 
whom they have once placed them; fo 
it muſt be preſumed that when they 
have at laſt removed them, they will 
with equal Steadineſs adhere” 1 to hay 
Mere . 2 
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